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territorially intact. It retained its recent conquests in 
Flanders and on the Rhine, which were so much in the 
order of things that neither later defeats nor revolutions 
would cause it to lose them. 

Louis XIV died on September 1, 1715, at  the age of 77. 
His body was borne, amid the jeers of the populace, to 
the Saint-Denis basilica. 
His heir, the last son of the Duc  de  Bourgogne, uas  a 

five-year-old child who was not expected to live. Louis 
had distrusted his nephew, the Duc  d'orltans,  and wanted 
to leave actual power in the hands of the Duc du Maine, 
his son by Madame de Montespan. I n  attempting to ac- 
complish this, he had drawn up  a will that was to help 
destroy the monarchy. The Parlement of Paris, convened 
to nullify the will after his death, rediscovered a political 
power that it used to prevent all reforms during the en- 
suing reigns, thus making the Revolution inevitable. 

During his lifetime, Louis was flattered 
ceaselessly by his subjects, while foreign journals com- 
pared him to a bloodthirsty tiger. Voltaire portrayed his 
grandeur in his Age of Loiris XZV. T h e  Duc  de Saint-Si- 
mon, a member of his court whose Mkmoires  show equal 
proportions of literary genius and insincerity, dealt with 
him quite harshly, without denying his admiration for 
him. Later judgments of Louis varied according to the 
author's political views. 

Louis XIV was the foremost example of the monarchy 
that brought France to its pinnacle. H e  has been accused 
,f having dug the grave of that monarchy, particularly 
through his religious policy, his last will, and his isolation 
3f the court from the people. These mistakes could have 
been corrected. His irremediable error was to have con- 
:entrated all the machinery of the state i n  his own person, 
:hus making of the monarchy a burden beyond human 
itrength. 
His reign, compared by Voltaire to that of the Roman 

xnperor Augustus, had both its strong and its weak 
Joints. Despite his victories and conquests, France lost 
ier primacy under him. Yet the brilliance of his reign 
iiade up  for his military policies. T h e  aristocracy of 
Stirope adopted the language and customs of the France 
where the Sun King had shone, although resentments 
ingered for a long time. 
The King identified with his office to such an  extent that 
t is difficult to find the individual. His  harshness and 
:ourage, despotism and stoicism, prodigious pride and 
)assion for order, megalomania and religion, intolerance 
tnd love of beauty can be understood only as a function 
i f  the exigencies of governing. H e  wanted France to be 
iowerful, prosperous, and magnificent but  was not overly 
oncerned with the \trell-being of the French people. His 
.rniies committed atrocities. but the horrors of todav 
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spect and without summoning the image of an eternally 
memorable age." 
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the war. The  treaties of Utrecht, Rastatt, and Baden, 
signed in 1713-14, cost France its hegemony but left it 
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